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Summary 
Aim of the study: The evaluation of the importance of the prognostic of sentinel node biopsy in head and neck 
cancer with N0 neck. Material and methods: Prospective study included 19 patients with squamous cell 
carcinoma of the oral cavity, pharynx and larynx without enlarged lymph nodes in ultrasound examination 
(N0). The study was carried out in ENT Department of Medical University in Poznań between 2001-2004. 
Each patient underwent lymphoscintigraphy after administration of radionuclide Technetium 99m 
(Nanocol). In case of detection of sentinel node, blue dye was injected into the tumour bed and dyed lymph 
nodes were removed. The specimens were evaluated histologically and immuno-histochemically. The 
patients are still followed up. Results: So far 19 patients were included in our study. The tumours were 
classified from T1 to T4. In each case sentinel nodes were located. Metastases in removed lymphnodes 
were found in 5 patients. In one of them regional recidive was observed after 5 month. In the other patients 
no changes were found in follow up examination. In 14 cases in histological examination no metastases were 
found in sentinel nodes. In this group in one case local recurrence was observed and in another two lymph 
nodes metastases were confirmed. In patients with positive sentinel node elective neck dissection was 
performed. So far immunohistochemical examination has not provid-ed us with any vital information. In no 
case with negative sentinel node we found micrometastases with the use of cytok-eratin. Conclusions: Based 
on our preliminary observation of the patients we have found that there is certain correlation confirming the 
fact that sentinel node may be reliable for the whole neck lymphatic system. Further clinical observation are 
needed based on a larger number of patients and longer observation period. 
 

 

 


